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'Ganga, Yamuna 
met in Delhi' 



By 
He of News Service 

ALIGARH: 

Scientists at the Remote Sens- 
ing and Gee-engineering' Centre 
here claim that the original con- 
fluence of the Ganga and the 
Yamuna was in Delhi, and the 
"Sangam" at Allahabad is, in 
geological., terms, a "recent phe- 
nomenon". 

With the help of computer- 
aided visuals and digital data col- 
lected through satellites, resear- 
chers have been able to trace the 
course of the Ganga during the 
Pleistocene period. According to 
Dr Iqbaluddin, director of the 
flintfe, the changes in the course 
of the Ganga took place around 
10,000 B.C. The oeotectonics in 
the 8 region led to the changes in 
the river's course. 

Researchers have also suc- 
ceeded in simulating colour 
photographs of the Earth's sur- 
face as it must have existed 
thousands of years ago. 

Scientists are using remote 
sensing for weather forecasting 
and land use, wasteland and 
ground water studies. Remote 
sensing is used for gathering in- 
formation, about objects on the 
Earth's surface with the help of 
sensors and radiometers 
mounted on satellites. 



Though it is still in its infancy, 
remote sensing has helped re- 
searchers to suggest an "alter- 
nate waterways system" to solve 
Delhi's chronic water shortage 
problem and drastically reduce 
the pollution level of the water 
supplied to the metropolis. 

Dr Iqbaluddin told The Times 
of India News Service that they 
would be submitting a proposal 
to the Centre on resurrecting 
portions of the original channel 
of the Ganga to help. in/storing 
flood water discharged from the 
river. 

Dr Iqbaluddin pointed out 
that at present Ganga water is 
supplied to Delhi through a di- 
version stream from the Upper 
Ganga Canal, via a balancing re- 
servoir on the Hindon river, near 
Ghaziabad. In fact, the Hindon 
itself has been described as a 
"misfit stream" flowing through 
an ancient flood plain of the 
Ganga. But this reservoir has a 
limited storage capacity. ^ 

According to this proposal by 
linking the original palaeo drain- 
age' of the Ganga between the 
Hindon and the Ganga barrage, 
west 'of Bijnor town, the entire 
40-km stretch of the Hindon 
would become available for stor- 
ing the surplus flood water of the 
Ganga. 



